091125 “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! Oh that with an
iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock for ever! For | know that my Redeemer lives, and
at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh
| shall see God, whom | shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” (Job
19.23-27)

The Book of Job is about a man who is the subject of what appears to be an outrageous challenge
laid down to God from one of his archangels called Satan, otherwise, sometime later, to be known
as ‘The Adversary’. Satan’s job in heaven, we learn, is to descend to earth and wander about it
and to report back to God what is going on down there. Satan excels, in every sense of the word,
at his job. In his accounts, he is excellent at pointing out the bad things going on, and,
conveniently, choosing to ignore the good. Let us be kind and say that he was overzealous.

However, God knows the hearts of all and notices Satan has been getting a little uppity lately with
his opinion of himself and his place in the scheme of things. Well above his station, in fact.
Moreover, Satan has reached the stage in his own self-opinion that he not only thinks he is an
equal of God, he tries to place himself in a superior position to him, by tempting God to the
following challenge: that Job, the man in whom God has placed the greatest store and trust on
account of Job’s own great faith and trust in him, will crack, and disown God, if Job is put under
the pressure of firstly, losing his possessions (Satan seems to think that will be quite enough to
begin with), and secondly his health, through painful afflictions.

What follows is a sorry tale of Job’s woe and misery at the hand of the adversary. Knowing nothing
of this heavenly battle between Satan and God, Job loses everything from home, family and
friends, to his health. Indeed, the only thing in his favour seems to be that he hasn’t died yet,
though that is on account of God setting the rule for Satan that he was not allowed to kill the
unfortunate Job.

One would expect that Job, as Satan was expecting, would have cursed God for his predicament,
and yet, despite all, Job says:

“For | know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin
has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh | shall see God, whom | shall see for myself, and my
eyes shall behold, and not another.”

Such remarkable faith leads Job not only to trust God to do the right thing by him, but Job expects
to see him face to face. All because he believes he will.

“‘My Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth.”

Job may expect to see the God of heaven face to face, but how and when? These things are the
sort of questions that the likes of our generation would ask, but how and when is not something
that concerns Job.

When the challenge was laid down by Satan, it was understood by both sides that here, in Job,
was to be found a godly and devoted man of the greatest degree. What Satan was expecting to
exploit was the question: ‘How godly was he? Would Job remain faithful to God when put to the
ultimate test, such as losing everything he possessed including his health, save that he was not to
die?

Satan was confident that Job would curse God on account of his situation. It only needed to be
done the once, in order for Satan to win both the challenge and therefore the kingdom of heaven
itself. Job resisted, leaving himself in agony and anguish and Satan to be defeated and banished
from the kingdom of heaven for ever. In fact, unknowingly, Job was looking forward to the day
when the Lord Jesus Christ would come to live among his people face to face, as he did for thirty-



three years. After Jesus’ death resurrection and ascension into heaven, to take his rightful place
on the throne, Jesus has ever since lived in the hearts of those who love him.

What we have been talking about here is spiritual warfare. Each Remembrance Day, we
remember those who have fought adversaries of a different kind. Indeed, this year conventional
warfare between nations of all sorts seems to be getting worse. It is sad that some conflicts, such
as that in Ukraine, Gaza and several lesser-known flashpoints across Africa, Asia and South
America seem to continue without resolution.

On a day like today, we remember those who have not only given their lives, but their health
against the enemy. The interesting question is: ‘Who is the enemy?’ It is all too easy to think of the
enemy as soldiers dressed in a different uniform and with perhaps a different language to our own,
from a foreign land and culture. And yet, those soldiers too were sent to fight against people they
didn’t know and against whom they probably had no personal grudge; people just like themselves,
with homes and families and friends and loved ones.

They too, like Job, were and are caught up in a battle of ideals and worldly desires that moved
against the force of love, peace and kindness that should bind us all together in a common
humanity. When we impose our own earthly and worldly glories against the glories of the love of
God, we become unstuck and conflict breaks out. Job showed that through faith in God, it does
not have to be that way.

So, in the end, what happened to the stricken Job? On account of Job’s unshakable faith in God,
Job was restored, and given double, in faith, family, health and wealth to take up again his
previous position as the father-figure of the city in which he lived.

Things did not go so well for Satan. He was obliged to give up his place in the heavenly realms
and plied his deadly and ugly trade at another, lower place. Ever since he has decided to try wreak
his revenge on God and make mischief along with any heart that will receive him. He still will not
win, thanks to the death and resurrection from the dead of the Lord Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins in all whose hearts will receive him.

We have all seen the results of what happens when people who desire peace have had to fight to
give peace the upper hand for all. That is what we must remember today. Peace does not come
cheaply; there is a cost.

Those who gave their lives in conflicts against evil did so because the alternative was loveless and
unthinkable. And we thank them, as we thank God, in Jesus, for showing us how to love as we
ought and in doing so, promote that love and peace, that passes all understanding, to others.



