Talk: Luke 21:5-19 (given in English and French at St Marc’s ecumenical
service on Sunday 16" November 2025)

‘And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones
and offerings, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when
there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And
they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when
these things are about to take place?” (Luke 21:5-7)

Jesus’ entourage are visiting Jerusalem and have arrived at the Temple, one of the
most prominent buildings anywhere in the world at the time. It was not, of course, as
magnificent as the original Temple, built by Solomon and laid to ruin by the
Babylonian invasions of 605 and 595 BC, and again in AD 70, care of the Romans,
but never mind. Jesus, remembering himself, the original Temple, gives his hearers a
stark warning: ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will
not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down’; provoking the
reaction ‘When?’.

Jesus goes on: ‘Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and
pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. But before all this
they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my
name's sake.’

This passage, depending on where you live in the world and what is going on around
you, could be quite terrifying. It seemingly predicts the end of the world. Except that it
doesn’t. What these are, are signs to make us aware of what is going to happen
sometime in the future, as depicted by Jesus in vv.25-28:

‘And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’

Again, there will be great fear among some, but for those who are looking forward to
the return of our King, Jesus encourages us to ‘straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.’

We should take some encouragement though. My father was born in 1905. He died
in 1989. During that time, war or serious conflict was going on somewhere in the
world, every year without pause: all 214 of them. There have been at least a further
42 of them since then. That doesn’t even include the earthquakes, floods and other
natural disasters, nor the famines and pestilence or other tumults. Every age has
them.

However, the end of the world has not come yet and there is one important thing of
which Jesus reminds us: all these are signs and not the end of the age themselves.



Furthermore, ‘By your endurance you will gain your lives.” Do not believe the
doomsayers.

As we go into our groups for discussion, | suggest each group follows at least one of
the following themes:

1. (5-6) Jesus makes an amazing prediction concerning the temple.

2. (7) His listeners ask about the events connected with the temple’s
destruction.

3. (8) To walk in these dangerous times, do not follow false leaders.

4. (9-11) To walk in these dangerous times, do not be frightened by
catastrophes commonly associated with the end times.

5. (12-15) Jesus describes what His disciples must expect to endure.

6. (16-19) To walk in these dangerous times, when all others turn against you,
persevere and take a firm stand.

Some further thoughts:

What are the questions and worries about these themes?

Do they (or have they) impact our own lives today?

What is it today that crushes the joy of the Spirit in us?

What things could help us look forward with confidence to the future?

Do we fear the Lord’s return? What would encourage us to look forward to it instead!
If the world as we know it, ended today, what would happen next; where will we be?
Might this not be such a terrible thing for us and why?



